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E X E C U T I V E  S U M M A R Y
It has now been more than nine months since Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy

Ahmed declared war on the people and region of Tigray. In the 300+ days of

this genocidal war , Ethiopian National Defense Forces (ENDF), Eritrean Defense

Forces (EDF), and Amhara regional forces and militias have unleashed

immeasurable devastation on the people of Tigray. Tens of thousands of people

have been killed , more than 22 ,500 women have been victims of weaponized

Sexual and Gender-Based Violence (SGBV), over 70 ,000 Tigrayans have fled to

neighbouring Sudan , more than 2.2 million are internally displaced , health and

economic infrastructures have been decimated , and millions of people are

facing starvation because of a man-made famine. With the restoration of the

National Government of Tigray at the end of June 2021 , after Tigray Defense

Forces (TDF) forced the ENDF to retreat , the security situation and

humanitarian access within the region has vastly improved. The invading forces

who were operating in the region with complete impunity have been removed

from most parts of Tigray and humanitarian agencies have reported that their

access within Tigray has vastly improved. 

However , while the security condition has improved for a large proportion of

the people of Tigray , the humanitarian catastrophe in the region is reaching

devastating levels. In addition to pursuing their genocidal campaign by

carrying out indiscriminate shellings , bombings , extrajudicial executions , and

massacres , the Ethiopian , Eritrean , and Amhara forces have continued to

besiege Tigray , encircling the region on all sides and cutting off the supply of

essential food aid. Despite declaring an alleged “unilateral ceasefire ,” the Abiy

administration continues to block humanitarian access to the region.

International organizations have reported that the Ethiopian government is

obstructing and delaying aid convoys delivering life-saving assistance to the

people of Tigray. Because of the Abiy administration ’s obstruction , a minuscule

5% of the thousands of trucks of food that are needed to avert catastrophic

famine deaths have made it into the region.

In addition to blocking desperately needed food aid , the Ethiopian government

has cut off all essential supplies to Tigray , including electricity ,

telecommunications , internet access , and supplies of cash and fuel . On top of

making the daily lives of ordinary Tigrayans exceedingly difficult , these

disruptions make it impossible for humanitarian agencies to provide the

necessary aid. 
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Meanwhile , the ethnic profiling and ethnically targeted attacks against

Tigrayans across the country , including in Addis Ababa , Amhara , and Somali

regions is intensifying . Human Rights Watch (HRW) reported that ethnic

Tigrayans in Addis Ababa are not only facing arbitrary arrest and unlawful

detention but are also falling victim to forced disappearances , indicating an

alarming new escalation of the ethnic profiling . In this report , HRW

emphasized the need for donor countries to express their concerns and call for

an explanation from the Ethiopian government regarding these waves of ethnic

profiling and mass arrests . The inaction of donors and the international

community has empowered Abiy to ramp up his attacks against Tigrayans . 

While undermining Ethiopia ’s relationship with its traditional partners such as

the United States and Europe , Abiy is cozying up to dictators , traveling to

Eritrea and then to Turkey to sign a military agreement in late August . Shortly

after these trips , it was reported that Abiy had acquired armaments from

Turkey and Eritrean troops began to mobilize to Tigrayan territory . With a

catastrophic war that has displaced millions threatening to destabilize the

entire country , a second round of assaults by the Ethiopian government and its

allies would exacerbate the humanitarian disaster and risks further

destabilizing the entire Horn of Africa . 
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W E S T E R N  T I G R A Y

In August 2021 , horrifying images began to emerge from the banks of the Setit

River (known as Tekeze River in Ethiopia), which separates Ethiopia and Sudan .

In these images and videos , Tigrayan refugees and Sudanese locals could be

seen pulling corpses from the banks of the river . These bodies pulled out of

Setit , some of which have already been identified by Tigrayan refugees who

had fled from the town of Humera in Western Tigray , showed signs of torture ,

mutilation , and most had their hands tied . So far , more than 50 corpses have

been recovered from the Setit River , suspected to be the bodies of Tigrayans

who have been massacred in Western Tigray . There has been very sparse

reporting on the status of Tigrayans in Western Tigray , which has been under

the occupation of the Amhara regional forces since the early days of the war on

Tigray . However , the accounts that have been shared by refugees who managed

to make it across the border to Sudan reveal the horrifying condition of

Tigrayans living in the areas now administered by the Amhara regional forces .

Refugees report that Amhara forces are going door to door to locate , arrest ,

kidnap , and kill Tigrayans . 



Historical documents and records clearly indicate that the aforementioned

areas have historically been under Tigrayan governance , until they were given

to various rulers in the Amhara region by successive emperors who sought to

economically and politically suppress Tigray . After decades of uprisings against

feudalism and a military dictatorship , upon the formation of the Federal

Democratic Republic of Ethiopia (FDRE) in 1994 , a system of ethnic-federalism

was adopted . This system , based on the premise that the Nations , Nationalities

and Peoples of Ethiopia have the inalienable right to self-governance ,

organized the regions along ethno-linguistic lines . Based on census data which

showed that the ethnicity of most of the people was Tigrayan and the

dominant language was Tigrigna , places like Wolkait , Tsegede , Humera ,

Tselemti , and other parts of Western Tigray were returned to Tigrayan

administration . As such , claims that these areas belong to the Amhara region

are ahistorical , lacking in the necessary context , and violates the legally

recognized boundaries between the Tigray and Amhara regions . 
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Ethnically-targeted attacks against Tigrayans in Western Tigray have been

occurring since November 2020 , when , in violation of the regional boundaries

of the federation , the Amhara regional government laid claim to large swaths

of Tigrayan territory . Contrary to historical records , the Amhara regional

government has justified this act of expansionism and ethnic cleansing by

claiming that places in Western Tigray , including Wolkait , Humera , Tsegede ,

and Tselemti belong to the Amhara region .

H i s t o r i c a l  C o n t e x t

A Tigrayan refugee in Sudan

Reuters. "How ethnic killings exploded from an Ethiopian town." June 2021.
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Since the November 4 , 2020 declaration of war , Amhara regional forces have

been among the most ardent supporters of Abiy ’s genocidal war on Tigray ,

supplying thousands of troops to support his war efforts. While Abiy had at the

time declared this war a “domestic law-and-order” operation , in a flagrant

disregard for the lawful and constitutional order of the country , the Amhara

regional forces illegally annexed most parts of Western Tigray. This annexation

was accomplished through exceedingly violent means which have been

described by the U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken as ethnic cleansing. A

UN Commission of Expert defines ethnic cleansing as a policy “by one ethnic
or religious group to remove by violent and terror-inspiring means the
civilian population of another ethnic or religious group from certain
geographic areas” [1]. The Amhara region ’s takeover of Western Tigray was

accomplished through violent and terror-inspiring means , including massacres ,

extrajudicial executions , and the forced displacement of tens of thousands of

Tigrayans from their homes. Using the cover of war , Amhara forces have killed

and imprisoned thousands of Tigrayans , looted and destroyed the homes and

farms of Tigrayans , and forcefully displaced tens of thousands of Tigrayans who

are now Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs). 

Omna Tigray. "Western Tigray Land Annexation." August 2021.

T h e  W a r  o n  T i g r a y



In addition to these ongoing atrocities , witness accounts show that Tigrayans

are having their identification (ID) cards destroyed and being issued Amhara ID

cards , are being barred from speaking Tigrigna and that women are facing

SGBV with the explicit intent of ‘Amharanizing ’ them . By all accounts , the

Amhara forces - both the regional armed forces and militias commonly known

as Fano - are engaged in a full-fledged campaign of ethnic cleansing in

Western Tigray . 
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For a leader who is willing to sacrifice the lives of tens of thousands of his

citizens to ostensibly maintain “law and order”, neither Abiy nor anyone in his

administration has condemned this decidedly unlawful and disorderly conduct

by the Amhara regional forces. The Abiy administration has made no efforts to

rectify this violation and affirm the constitutional order in the country , which

shows that it either actively or passively supports this ethnic cleansing

campaign. The ongoing occupation by Amhara forces jeopardizes the lives of

Tigrayans still trapped in Western Tigray and those in the rest of the region. As

they are occupying the area of Tigray that borders Sudan , Amhara forces have

control over the flow of refugee movements and aid. Many who have made it to

Sudan have reported that Amhara forces are barring Tigrayans from crossing

the border into Sudan , harassing , beating , and shooting Tigrayans attempting

to flee. Moreover , as the Amhara forces now control the border with Sudan ,

they are aiding the Abiy administration ’s campaign of starving the people of

Tigray by delaying , blocking , and returning aid convoys that could be moved

through Sudan. 

“This is ours” - Amhara forces marked property they seized from Tigrayans 

Reuters. "How ethnic killings exploded from an Ethiopian town." June 2021.



The government of the Region of Tigray as well as numerous states and

members of the international community have called for the removal of

occupying Amhara forces from all parts of Tigray , and emphasized the need to

respect the constitutionally established borders of the federation. However , the

Amhara regional government has refused all of these calls , installing its

regional flag and signage in Western Tigray. In a bold display of its disregard for

the laws of the country and the international community , in May 2021 , the

Amhara regional government put out a call inviting investors to lease land in

occupied Western Tigray. A total of 288 farms owned by Tigrayans were

forcefully taken by the Amhara regional government , which put in place

expedited processing to give away the land to investors. As such , neither the

federal government nor the Amhara regional government have shown any

willingness to abide by the laws of the country and cease committing atrocities

against Tigrayans. 
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H u m e r a  M a s s a c r e

The horrifying scenes of brutality that were unveiled in August 2021 when

bodies began to drift through the River Setit are directly connected to this

months-long assault against Tigrayans in occupied Western Tigray. Witnesses

who helped pull the corpses out of the river have recorded that the corpses

bear signs of torture , with burns , slashes and missing body parts. 

Tigrayan refugees gather on the banks of the Setit River in Sudan

France24. "In Sudan, Tigrayans fear the worst as bodies wash up in river." August2021.
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While over 50 bodies have been discovered thus far , Tigrayan refugees and

Sudanese officials have all commented that because of the fast flowing river ,

they have not been able to retrieve all the bodies , indicating that the number is

much higher than the verified 50 . In an August interview , IDPs who managed to

escape Western Tigray stated that the situation is worsening , with Fano militias

going door to door targeting Tigrayans as young as 15 . The IDPs further added

that it was a daily occurrence to see dead bodies floating down the Tekeze

river . No doubt fueled by the rhetoric from government officials , including Abiy

and Amhara regional government president Ageghenhu Teshager that

Tigrayans are “cancer ,” “invasive weeds ,” and “enemies of the people ,” Amhara

forces have intensified these atrocities . That they are throwing the bodies into

the Tekeze , where they know that at least some will resurface in Sudan shows

the level of impunity in the region .

“We just wish the war would stop so we can go there and see who died

and who is still alive” -- Legesse Mallow, A Tigrayan refugee in Sudan 

Given what we know about the atrocities that have been inflicted on Tigrayans

in Western Tigray , which is likely only the tip of the iceberg , as the region is

under occupation , there is an urgent need for the removal of Amhara forces

from all parts of Tigray . It is not merely different and at time conflicting

historical accounts and claims to land that are at cost here , but the lives of tens

of thousands of Tigrayans who have been ethnically cleansed from the area and

the thousands of Tigrayans who are living in fear of abduction , forced

disappearance , mob attacks , and murder in Western Tigray . Therefore , the issue

of Western Tigray is an existential one for the region of Tigray . 

S I E G E ,  N O T  C E A S E F I R E

With the ongoing occupation of Western Tigray by Amhara regional forces ,

Tigray is besieged on all sides. Despite declaring a ceasefire upon the TDF

forcing the ENDF out of many parts of Tigray in late June , the Abiy

administration has continued its siege against the region , blocking the

transportation of humanitarian aid , suspending essential services , blocking

transportation in and out of the region , and mobilizing troops from across the

country. Despite being repeatedly warned about the precarity of the millions of

people in Tigray who are in urgent need of humanitarian aid , the Ethiopian

government has continued to obstruct and block the transportation of

essential food aid into the region. This obstruction has resulted in only 5% of

the needed food aid reaching Tigray in the past month , which exacerbates the

starvation crisis that at least 900 ,000 are experiencing.



Additionally , essential services including banking , electricity , and

telecommunications have been disconnected by the federal government. The

disruption of banking services has meant that there is a severe shortage of cash

to pay salaries , sustain commerce , and undertake the activities necessary to

sustain life , such as purchasing food and essential items. Moreover , the

electricity and communication blockade has essentially cut off the people of

Tigray from the rest of the world , unable to communicate with their families or

the outside world about their circumstances.

This siege has made life in Tigray exceedingly difficult. Because of the

organized campaign of destruction the Ethiopian , Eritrean , and Amhara forces

undertook during their invasion , the health and service infrastructure in the

region has all but completely collapsed. The ongoing siege compounds the

challenges that have arisen in the wake of this destruction. For instance , the

region of Tigray is not receiving the medication , medical equipment , and

vaccinations that it is supposed to be getting from the federal government ,

which ensures the further deterioration of the health system in Tigray and

imposes a heavy burden on the people of Tigray. This disruption of supplies and

services being carried out by the Abiy administration additionally constrains

humanitarian operations.

The United Nations Office of Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA)

has stated that while it has gained increased access to areas within Tigray since

the end of June 2021 , the lack of stocks , cash , banking , fuel , and

telecommunications have severely affected its ability to provide life-saving

assistance in Tigray. The federal government has prohibited the transportation

of communications equipment and fuel , and has even placed a limit on the

amount of cash that humanitarian workers are able to take into the region. In

addition to ensuring that essential services are inaccessible in Tigray , the Abiy

administration has continued to actively recruit young conscripts from across

the country , calling on all eligible civilians to join the Ethiopia federal army in

preparation for new rounds of assaults. Therefore , despite the repeated

references to a unilateral ceasefire by the federal government , it is evident that

the Abiy administration is only interested in besieging Tigray to continue its

genocidal project. 
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The worsening humanitarian catastrophe in Tigray has reached new heights.

Over 5.5 million people are in need of emergency aid and more than 100 ,000

children are facing extreme starvation. These circumstances are a direct result

of the systemic and man-made famine created by Ethiopian and Eritrean

forces. The systematic destruction of agriculture and crops has been ongoing

for eight months. Farmers were prohibited from farming their own land and

necessary items for agriculture , like seeds and fertilizers , were inaccessible.

Livestock was slaughtered and agriculture systems were looted or damaged. All

of these factors have reduced the ability of Tigrayans to grow their own food

and utilize their resources all while prohibiting humanitarian organizations ’

access to aid. Tigrayans are also forcibly internally displaced , leaving them

more vulnerable to facing food insecurity. Because of the destruction of roads

and bridges into Tigray , aid access is severely restricted , limiting the number of

aid convoys entering Tigray each day. Aid organizations and the National

Government of Tigray have reported that a minuscule 5% of the necessary aid

has arrived in Tigray in the months since the Abiy administration withdrew

from Tigray ’s capital city of Mekelle and continued its siege. The ENDF and EDF

soldiers have made it difficult for aid organizations to gain access and aid

workers are facing dangerous conditions when entering Tigray. Since the

beginning of the conflict , 12 aid workers have been killed and workers continue

to be threatened while attempting to transport aid into Tigray. 
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CBS News. "Over 100,000 children could face extreme starvation in Ethiopia's Tigray region." July 2021.



The deliberate restriction of humanitarian aid access has worsened conditions

despite aid being readily available. The limitation of access to the Tigray

regional state was initiated over 3 years ago by the Ethiopian federal

government and Amhara regional government. Over the past 10 months , the

regional blockage has significantly increased as essential services like food ,

water , banks , and health care are completely inaccessible. Communications

blackouts and lack of health care services are also exacerbating the man-made

famine as people are unable to access their bank accounts or receive medical

attention. Five people in central Tigray are confirmed to have died of hunger in

July. A UNOCHA report states that at least 100 trucks of food and essential

items are needed daily to prevent famine and extreme starvation in the region.

However , due to the instability of aid access , only 30 trucks have been able to

reach the Tigray region and the need continues to increase daily. The USAID

has declared 900 ,000 people are currently living in famine conditions and 5.5

million Tigrayans are suffering from food insecurity. With the increasing need in

Tigray and lack of access , the human-made famine and starvation crisis will

only worsen and continue , leaving millions of Tigrayans at risk of death. 
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S E X U A L  &  G E N D E R - B A S E D
V I O L E N C E

An August 2021 report by Amnesty international on the systematic SGBV

perpetrated in Tigray since November 2020 has highlighted the severity of the

violations and abuses carried out by Ethiopian , Eritrean , and Amhara forces.

The ruthlessness of the violence and abuse are staggering; Tigrayan women ,

men , girls and boys have been subjected to brutal gang rapes , sexual slavery ,

imprisonment by soldiers for weeks and months where they suffered

continuous rapes and beatings , or raped in front of their family and children.

The physical and mental trauma from these abuses spills into the families and

communities and with the limited access to health care or mental health

services , survivors do not receive the necessary support. Due to the stigma

associated with sexual violence in Tigray , reporting sexual violence can be

exceedingly difficult and requires a great amount of strength from the

survivors. Many survivors who have reported the rape and violence they

endured did so because their injuries were too significant to ignore and

required urgent medical attention. Survivors who have come forward share that

they know of many more women in their cities and villages who have not come

forward. Thus , existing accounts do not portray the true magnitude of the SGBV

crimes perpetrated against the people of Tigray. 



The World Peace Foundation has outlined how sexual violence and rape is

used as a weapon in this ongoing genocidal war. Many survivors are told they

are being targeted because of their Tigrayan identity and with the intention to

stop the reproduction of Tigrayans. Survivors reported hearing phrases like :

“We are given a directive by the government that we can kill you, we can
rape you without accountability” and “We do not want you to perpetuate
the life of Tigrayans anymore in Ethiopia” [2]. One survivor informed the

assailants that she is HIV positive , and they continued to gang-rape her , stating

their intention to spread the virus to more Tigrayans. Women and girls in Tigray

were captured and/or assaulted in their homes , on campus , on their way to

school , and when buying food and water. The physical trauma that women and

girls face amounts to sexual torture as women were penetrated with hot metal ,

sticks , nails , and other objects. In some cases , the severity of the injuries have

led to sterilization or surgical removal of the uterus. Sexual assaults and

violence have occurred all over the Tigray region with rape camps created in

several locations by the ENDF and EDF soldiers. The systematic and brutal

nature of the sexual violence , especially the sexual torture and mutilation and

the irreversible damage done to reproductive body parts , points to the

weaponization of sexual violence and its use as a military and genocidal tactic

with long-lasting and devastating consequences. The lack of response from the

official Ethiopian government and the continuous genocidal actions have

shown that these violations have been undertaken with the intent of

eliminating Tigrayan people. 

S E X U A L  &  G E N D E R - B A S E D
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Survivors seek help at Ayder Referral Hospital , in Mekelle , Tigray

VOA News. "Hundreds of Women, Girls Brutalized by Soldiers in Tigray War." July 2021.
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DTM. "Ethiopia — Emergency Site Assessment 7 (1 — 26 June 2021)." June 2021.

As a result of the war on Tigray , a massive displacement crisis has erupted in

the region , which has violently disrupted people ’s livelihoods. There are

currently an estimated 2+ million IDPs in Tigray , most taking shelter in schools ,

factories , and abandoned buildings in major cities. Data from the Displacement

Tracking Matrix (DTM), sheds more light on the situation of IDPs in Tigray. DTM

shared that it was able to document 2 ,105 ,387 IDPS , comprising 449 ,492

households across 377 sites in Northern Ethiopia. Of these , the overwhelming

majority or 2 ,036 ,398 IDPs (432 ,358 households) were in Tigray. Because of the

fluidity of the security situation in the region , DTM was unable to account for

all IDPs in the region. Nevertheless , the data it was able to capture indicates

that there are hundreds of thousands of IDPs living in cities across Tigray ,

Including Adwa , Axum, Adigrat , Mekelle , Sheraro , and Shire. The largest urban

area hosting IDPs is the town of Shire , which is currently home to 673 ,241 IDPs.

The chart below shows the urban areas hosting the highest number of IDPs in

Tigray. 
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The report further underscores how dire the humanitarian situation is for the

vast majority of IDPs. IDPs in 307 sites have not received essential non-food

supplies since their displacement while 76 sites have had no food distribution

at all . At the sites where no food distribution has taken place , displaced

persons have to rely on the support of the host communities - who are

themselves facing a catastrophic famine - for their survival . Furthermore , of the

over-300 IDP sites in the region , 97 do not have access to a market , 65 have no

access to health facilities , and nearly all have no access to livestock or land.

UNOCHA states that there is urgent need for food supplies , water , non-food

supplies , dignity kits , fuel , malaria drugs , and mobile health teams at IDP sites.

While humanitarian organizations are working to address these needs , the

limited resources and ongoing siege has made this exceedingly difficult. As

such , since the start of the year , only 28% of the total 2.7 million in need of

assistance were reached with emergency shelter and non-food items. UNOCHA

also revealed that in the face of rising needs , the scarcity of essential supplies

such as fuel and cash , as well as the continuing disruption of essential services

such as electricity and communications has hindered its delivery of

humanitarian aid to IDPs. 

In addition to the millions of IDPs in Tigray who are leading precarious lives as

the Abiy administration ’s siege on Tigray disrupts their access to basic , life-

sustaining necessities , there are also tens of thousands of Tigrayans who have

fled to neighbouring Sudan. Tigrayan refugees are sheltered in five camps

across Eastern Sudan : Um Rakubah , Tunaydbah , Village 8 , Hamdayet , and

Village 6. Following a verification exercise , UNOCHA revealed that the number

of refugees from Ethiopia was 52 ,600 in May 2021. While this number is likely

much higher given the heightened migration during the uptick in violence in

the summer , it represents a re-adjustment from the 70 ,000 originally estimated

refugees. The tens of thousands of refugees in Sudan continue to experience

difficulties associated with the extreme weather conditions that affected their

shelter in early summer. Tents , latrines , and other facilities were heavily

damaged in the Um Rakuba and Tunaydbah camps , which has affected the

already-precarious living conditions of Tigrayan refugees.



The Abiy Administration , both in the language its officials deploy and the

actions it is undertaking , has fueled and incited hate towards ethnic Tigrayans.

Abiy using language like “daytime hyenas” to describe his opponents is widely

interpreted as an ethnic dog whistle. Since Abiy declared a genocidal war on

Tigray on November 4 , 2020 , a disturbing rise in ethnic profiling against ethnic

Tigrayans throughout Ethiopia has taken place. Since the start of the genocidal

war , the following has been observed : civil servants and public service

employees of Tigrayan origin discriminated against and dismissed from their

positions due to their ethnicity ; the Ethiopian government requesting from

international organizations and foreign embassies in Ethiopia details regarding

ethnic Tigrayans working in their offices ; Tigrayan business owners having their

properties unlawfully seized; Tigrayans routinely profiled during systematic ID

checks ; Tigrayans barred from international travel ; homes routinely searched

without warrants ; and Tigrayan peacekeepers in United Nations and African

Union missions , as well as members of the ENDF , held incommunicado in

internment camps. 

Yet upon the democratically elected Government of the National State of

Tigray ’s resumption of duties and their return to Mekelle , Tigray on June 28 ,

2021 , the reports on the conditions of Tigrayans have grown more harrowing.

Human Rights Watch investigated and found in their August 2021 report that :

“Ethiopian authorities since late June 2021 have arbitrarily

detained, forcibly disappeared, and committed other abuses

against ethnic Tigrayans in Ethiopia’s capital, Addis Ababa. The

authorities should immediately account for Tigrayans’ forcibly

disappeared, release those being held without credible evidence of

a crime, and end all discriminatory treatment” [3].

Even small children are among those detained in internment camps. Reuters

reported on August 18 , 2021 , the experience of a detainee , who recounted how

overseers at the camp “call us cancers and tell us they will destroy us ,” and that

some of those detained are children under 3 years of age. The war waged by

Abiy is not against a political party , but targets an entire ethnicity. Even

innocent children are not spared. 
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Ethiopia was once considered a linchpin of the Horn of Africa , and was widely

recognized for contributing to peace and stability efforts in the region and the

African continent through its conflict resolution and mediation efforts ,

promotion of Inter-Governmental Authority on Development (IGAD) and African

Union (AU) mechanisms , as well as peacekeeping efforts via the United Nations

and African Union. Regrettably , since the Abiy administration took over in 2018

those successes have been reversed , and the world is witnessing the effects of

an unstable Ethiopia and its consequences for the region. Abiy has forged a

tripartite alliance between Ethiopia , Eritrea and Somalia , and has engaged in a

destructive border conflict with Sudan. The border war is worrisome , and it also

threatens the genuine reform process occurring in Sudan.

The ENDF that were deployed to Tigray are recognized for operating with

impunity and committing gross human rights violations. So much so that U.S.

Senator Bob Menendez , Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee

called in July for the UN Secretary General to “prevent all Ethiopian soldiers
who have participated in military operations in the Tigray region of
Ethiopia from being allowed to participate in UN peacekeeping operations
until their complicity in gross human rights violations can be determined
by a credible vetting process” [5]. 
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Notice evicting ALL Tigrigna speaking members from their residence in a military camp
Fthawi H. Aemro. Twitter post. August 23, 2021. https://twitter.com/Fthawi_Hurui/status/1429930485036339201.

R E G I O N A L  A N D  G E O P O L I T I C A L
D Y N A M I C S



While the call for Ethiopian troops fighting in Tigray to not serve as

peacekeepers is welcome , it is important to share an update on the status of

the ENDF ; after ten months of fighting a brutal , genocidal war in Tigray , the

ENDF is severely weakened and the Abiy administration has resorted to calling

on the general populace to take up arms and fight in Tigray.

R E G I O N A L  A N D  G E O P O L I T I C A L
D Y N A M I C S  C O N T .
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In addition to the Abiy administration 's desperate call for all civilians to fight in

Tigray , Abiy has pivoted to the East in an attempt to secure weapons he

believes will support him in achieving military victory. In addition to using

Iranian drones , it is widely presumed that Abiy ’s visit to Turkey was with the

aim of obtaining military technology , specifically drones , namely the

destructive Turkish Bayraktar-TB2 and ANKA-S drones. This is particularly

worrisome as drones have killed a significant number of Tigrayan civilians ,

destroyed critical infrastructure , and damaged the cultural heritage sites in

Tigray. If confirmed , the usage of these drones can further contribute to the

ongoing genocide in Tigray. Ethiopia is a country of nearly 115 million people ,

its international partners and the international community at large should be

gravely alarmed over the country and region ’s current trajectory. The war on

Tigray and the multiple ongoing crises in Ethiopia impact the Horn of Africa ,

the Gulf and Red Sea , and threaten international peace and security.

Abiy Ahmed and Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan signed a military
agreement in Sankara.

Middle East Monitor. "Ties between Turkey and Ethiopia have been strengthened." August 2021.



In an alarming development , on August 20th , USAID Administrator Samantha

Power shared that stocks of food in Tigray were entirely depleted , writing :

“In Tigray, where hundreds of thousands are facing famine, food

warehouses are virtually empty. This week, for the first time in nine

months of conflict, aid workers will run out of food to distribute to the

millions of people who are going hungry” [6].

Power ’s statement underscores the gravity of the humanitarian catastrophe in

Tigray , where millions are exposed to starvation. In an explicit rebuke of the

actions of the Abiy administration , Power added that humanitarian

organizations have the desperately-needed food supplies loaded onto trucks

and ready to go but are being prohibited from delivering them by the

Ethiopian government. Despite declaring what it has claimed to be a ceasefire ,

the Ethiopian government continues to actively obstruct the delivery of

humanitarian aid , with the full knowledge that over five million people in

Tigray are in desperate need of immediate food assistance. 

Time and again the Abiy administration and its regional partners have shown

their unwillingness to abide by international laws , covenants , or norms. Instead

of acknowledging the depth of the catastrophe in Tigray and elsewhere in

Ethiopia , the administration is negotiating military agreements with foreign

forces and conscripting thousands of young people , showing its readiness to

extend this genocidal war. To avoid the deterioration of the humanitarian

conditions in the region and prevent this war from destabilizing the entire

Horn of Africa , the international community needs to take swift action to bring

about an immediate cessation of hostilities. As the Human Rights Watch ’s Horn

of Africa director Laetitia Bader emphasized , donor countries in particular have

a responsibility to raise concerns about the humanitarian catastrophe in

Ethiopia and use their influence to alleviate the human suffering. 
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Immediate , unhindered humanitarian access into all areas of Tigray , and

the air dropping of food into Tigray ;

The immediate , internationally monitored and verifiable withdrawal of

Ethiopian , Eritrean and Amhara forces from Tigray and the restoration of

pre-war territorial boundaries ;

The full restoration of all essential services - including banking ,

electricity , telecommunications , water , and fuel - which have been cut

off by the Abiy administration; 

An immediate end to the state-sanctioned ethnic profiling and

ethnically-motivated attacks against Tigrayans living across Ethiopia ,

including evictions , firings , arbitrary arrests , detention , forced

disappearances , torture , and extrajudicial execution; 

Release of all Tigrayans that have been held on the basis of their identity ,

including dissident journalists and the 17 ,000+ Tigrayan ENDF members

unlawfully held; 

Targeted sanctions on Ethiopian and Eritrean government officials ;

A limited no fly zone that does not hinder humanitarian delivery ;

The halt of bilateral and multilateral trade relations with Ethiopia and

Eritrea and prohibition of new investments in either country ; 

An independent and impartial UN-led investigation into all atrocities

that have been committed during the war on Tigray , including war

crimes , crimes against humanity , and genocide ;

Conduct any domestic or international relations regarding Tigray directly

with the democratically elected and constitutionally mandated

government of Tigray and other stakeholders ; 

An inclusive national dialogue with all stakeholders to reach a

meaningful and sustainable political resolution to the crises in the

Ethiopian state ; and 

Official recognition of the Tigray Genocide committed by the ENDF ,

Eritrean Defense Forces (EDF), Amhara Special Forces , and Amhara Fano

Militia against the Tigrayan people.

Therefore , donor states , international organizations , and the international

community at large has to move beyond expressions of grave concern and take

immediate action to mitigate the rapidly expanding humanitarian catastrophe

that threatens the lives of millions of people. We 're calling for :

C A L L  T O  A C T I O N  C O N T . P A G E  1 9



United Nations. Ethnic Cleansing. Office of the Pevention of Genocide and the Responsibility to Protect.

https://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/ethnic-cleansing.shtml

Mazurana M. et al. (2021, August 10). What ‘Rape as a Weapon of War’ in Tigray Really Means. World Peace

Foundation. https://sites.tufts.edu/reinventingpeace/2021/08/10/what-rape-as-a-weapon-of-war-in-tigray-really-

means/

Human Rights Watch. (2021, August 18). Ethiopia: Ethnic Tigrayans Forcibly Disappeared. Human Rights

Watch. https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/08/18/ethiopia-ethnic-tigrayans-forcibly-disappeared#

Marks M., Latif Dahir A. (2020, December 13). As War Goes On In Ethiopia, Ethnic Harassment Is on the Rise.

New York Times. https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/12/world/africa/Ethiopia-Tigray-ethnic.html 

United States Senate Committee on Foreign Relations. (2021, July 6). Chairman Menendez Calls On Un To
Prohibit Ethiopian Troops In Tigray From Serving As Peacekeepers.
https://www.foreign.senate.gov/press/chair/release/chairman-menendez-calls-on-un-to-prohibit-ethiopian-

troops-in-tigray-from-serving-as-peacekeepers

Today News Africa. (2021, August 25). US aid chief Samantha Power rings alarm bell over humanitarian
catastrophe unfolding in Ethiopia's Tigray region, blames Abiy's government for "obstructing" aid and
personnel. Today News Africa. https://todaynewsafrica.com/us-aid-chief-samantha-power-raises-red-alert-

about-humanitarian-catastrophe-unfolding-in-ethiopias-tigray-region-blames-abiys-government-for-

obstructing-aid-and-personnel/

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

P A G E  2 0S O U R C E S  -  D I R E C T

S O U R C E S  -  A D D I T I O N A L

Wad al-Hiliou. (2021, August 15). In Sudan, Tigrayans fear the worst as bodies wash up in river. France 24.

https://amp.france24.com/en/live-news/20210815-in-sudan-tigrayans-fear-the-worst-as-bodies-wash-up-in-

river?ref=tw&__twitter_impression=true

Magdy S., Anna C. (2021, August 2). Bodies found in river between Ethiopia’s Tigray and Sudan. Associated

Press. https://apnews.com/article/middle-east-africa-sudan-race-and-ethnicity-ethiopia-

1afde1960e66425a2c9586a431fb5a6a

International Organization for Migration. (2021, August 13). Ethiopia — Emergency Site Assessment 7 (1 — 26
June 2021). Displacement Tracking Matrix. https://displacement.iom.int/reports/ethiopia-%E2%80%94-

emergency-site-assessment-7-1-%E2%80%94-26-june-2021

Berhan N. and Mah’derom S. (2021, May). Ethnic Cleansing in Western Tigray by Amhara Forces. Omna Tigray.

https://omnatigray.org/ethnic-cleansing-in-western-tigray-by-amhara-forces/. 

Omna Tigray. (2021, July). Amhara Annexation of Western Tigray. Omna Tigray. https://omnatigray.org/wp-

content/uploads/2021/08/Western-Tigray-Land-Annexation.pdf

UN OCHA. (2021, August 19). Ethiopia - Tigray Region Humanitarian Update Situation Report. UN

OCHA.https://reliefweb.int/report/ethiopia/ethiopia-tigray-region-humanitarian-update-situation-report-19-

august-2021. 

International Medical Corps. (2021, August 12). Ethiopia–Tigray Region Humanitarian Update. International

Medical Corps. https://reliefweb.int/report/ethiopia/ethiopia-tigray-region-humanitarian-update-situation-

report-16-august-12-2021. 

UNHCR. (2021, August 20).UNHCR Regional Update #20: Ethiopia Situation (Tigray Region), 1 - 15 August 2021.

UNHCR. https://reliefweb.int/report/ethiopia/unhcr-regional-update-20-ethiopia-situation-tigray-region-1-15-

august-2021

UNHCR. (2021, August 16). Sudan Emergency Response to Tigray Situation Weekly Update #6, Reporting

Period: 8 – 14 August 2021. UNHCR. https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/unhcr-sudan-emergency-response-tigray-

situation-weekly-update-6-reporting-period-8-14. 

UN OCHA. (2021, June 30). The number of Ethiopian refugees in eastern Sudan reduced following the
verification exercise. UNHCR. https://reports.unocha.org/en/country/sudan/card/2rEX71hd8B/. 

https://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/ethnic-cleansing.shtml
https://sites.tufts.edu/reinventingpeace/2021/08/10/what-rape-as-a-weapon-of-war-in-tigray-really-means/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/08/18/ethiopia-ethnic-tigrayans-forcibly-disappeared#
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/12/world/africa/Ethiopia-Tigray-ethnic.html
https://www.foreign.senate.gov/press/chair/release/chairman-menendez-calls-on-un-to-prohibit-ethiopian-troops-in-tigray-from-serving-as-peacekeepers
https://todaynewsafrica.com/us-aid-chief-samantha-power-raises-red-alert-about-humanitarian-catastrophe-unfolding-in-ethiopias-tigray-region-blames-abiys-government-for-obstructing-aid-and-personnel/
https://amp.france24.com/en/live-news/20210815-in-sudan-tigrayans-fear-the-worst-as-bodies-wash-up-in-river?ref=tw&__twitter_impression=true
https://apnews.com/article/middle-east-africa-sudan-race-and-ethnicity-ethiopia-1afde1960e66425a2c9586a431fb5a6a
https://displacement.iom.int/reports/ethiopia-%E2%80%94-emergency-site-assessment-7-1-%E2%80%94-26-june-2021
https://omnatigray.org/ethnic-cleansing-in-western-tigray-by-amhara-forces/
https://omnatigray.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Western-Tigray-Land-Annexation.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/ethiopia/ethiopia-tigray-region-humanitarian-update-situation-report-19-august-2021
https://reliefweb.int/report/ethiopia/ethiopia-tigray-region-humanitarian-update-situation-report-16-august-12-2021
https://reliefweb.int/report/ethiopia/unhcr-regional-update-20-ethiopia-situation-tigray-region-1-15-august-2021
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/unhcr-sudan-emergency-response-tigray-situation-weekly-update-6-reporting-period-8-14
https://reports.unocha.org/en/country/sudan/card/2rEX71hd8B/


P A G E  2 1S O U R C E S  -  A D D I T I O N A L

Fthawi H. Aemro [@Fthawi_Hurui] (2021, August 23). Ethiopian Lieutenant colonel Admasu Kflie of 21st division

telling #Tigrayans who live in a military camp in Negele Borena to leave or else action will be taken against

them including execution. The attached letter clearly states that. #TigrayGenocide @SecBlinken

@StateDeptSpox [Tweet]. https://twitter.com/Fthawi_Hurui/status/1429930485036339201. 

Harding A. (2021, July 16). Ethiopia's Tigray crisis: Fleeing for fear of new ethnic conflict. BBC.

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-57818673.

BBC. (2021, August 10). Ethiopia PM Abiy Ahmed calls on civilians to join Tigray war. BBC.

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-58163641. 

CBS. (2021, July 31). Over 100,000 children could face extreme starvation in Ethiopia's Tigray region. CBS

News.https://www.cbsnews.com/news/ethiopia-tigray-children-starvation/.

Europe External Programme with Africa. (2021, August 3). Situation Report EEPA HORN No. 195. Europe

External Programme with Africa. https://www.eepa.be//wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Situation-Report-EEPA-

Horn-No.-195-03-August-2021.pdf. 

Del Conte D. (2021, August 19). 6 Tough Questions We Need to Ask About the Famine in Tigray. Refugees

International. https://www.refugeesinternational.org/reports/2021/8/19/6-tough-questions-we-need-to-ask-

about-the-famine-in-tigray. 

Houreld K, Georgy M, Aloisi S. (2021, June 7). How ethnic killings exploded from an Ethiopian town. Reuters.

https://www.reuters.com/investigates/special-report/ethiopia-conflict-expulsions. 

Abdelaziz K, Eltahir N. (2021, August 3). At least 30 bodies float down river between Ethiopia’s Tigray and
Sudan. Reuters. https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/least-30-bodies-float-down-river-between-ethiopias-

tigray-sudan-2021-08-02/

Tghat. (2021, August 11). Briefing from Tigray External Affairs Office [Translation]. Tghat.

https://www.tghat.com/2021/08/11/briefing-from-tigray-external-affairs-office/?

utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=briefing-from-tigray-external-affairs-office

Guardian Staff and Agency. (2021, August 2). Dozens of bodies found floating in river between Ethiopia’s
Tigray and Sudan. The Guardian. https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/aug/03/dozens-of-bodies-found-

floating-in-river-between-ethiopias-tigray-and-sudan. 

UN OHCA. (2021, August 18). Daily Noon Briefing Highlights: Afghanistan - Ethiopia. UN OCHA.

https://www.unocha.org/story/daily-noon-briefing-highlights-afghanistan-ethiopia-0

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO). (2021, July 9). Ethiopia: Tigray Situation Report
- June 2021, Issue #1. ReliefWeb. https://reliefweb.int/report/ethiopia/ethiopia-tigray-situation-report-june-2021-

issue-1

United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA). (2021, June 30). UNFPA Ethiopia Response to the Tigray Crisis -
Situation report (1-15 June 2021). ReliefWeb. https://reliefweb.int/report/ethiopia/unfpa-ethiopia-response-

tigray-crisis-situation-report-1-15-june-2021

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA). (2021, July 1). Ethiopia - Tigray
Region Humanitarian Update - Flash Update.  ReliefWeb. https://reliefweb.int/report/ethiopia/ethiopia-tigray-

region-humanitarian-update-flash-update-1-july-2021

VigilInsight. (2021, July 14). Ethiopia: Vigil InSight Situation Report. ReliefWeb.

https://reliefweb.int/report/ethiopia/ethiopia-vigil-insight-situation-report-14-july-2021

Williams J. (2021, July 3). UN warns of worsening famine amid conflict in Ethiopia's Tirgay region. The Hill.

https://thehill.com/policy/international/africa/561497-un-warns-of-worsening-famine-amid-conflict-in-

ethiopias-tirgay

Editorial Board. (2021, July 7). Ethiopia’s Looming Catastrophe. Bloomberg.

https://www.bloomberg.com/opinion/articles/2021-07-07/ethiopia-must-prevent-famine-in-tigray-region

Gerth-Niculescu M. (2021, July 12). Aid access to Tigray remains stalled, despite ceasefire. The New

Humanitarian. https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/news/2021/7/12/aid-access-to-tigray-remains-stalled-

despite-ceasefire

UN OCHA. (2021, July 19). Daily Noon Briefing Highlights – 19 July Ethiopia. UN OCHA.

https://www.unocha.org/story/daily-noon-briefing-highlights-ethiopia%C2%A0-0

https://twitter.com/Fthawi_Hurui/status/1429930485036339201
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-57818673
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-58163641
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/ethiopia-tigray-children-starvation/
https://www.eepa.be/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Situation-Report-EEPA-Horn-No.-195-03-August-2021.pdf
https://www.refugeesinternational.org/reports/2021/8/19/6-tough-questions-we-need-to-ask-about-the-famine-in-tigray
https://www.reuters.com/investigates/special-report/ethiopia-conflict-expulsions/
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/least-30-bodies-float-down-river-between-ethiopias-tigray-sudan-2021-08-02/
https://www.tghat.com/2021/08/11/briefing-from-tigray-external-affairs-office/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=briefing-from-tigray-external-affairs-office
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/aug/03/dozens-of-bodies-found-floating-in-river-between-ethiopias-tigray-and-sudan
https://reliefweb.int/report/ethiopia/ethiopia-tigray-situation-report-june-2021-issue-1
https://reliefweb.int/report/ethiopia/unfpa-ethiopia-response-tigray-crisis-situation-report-1-15-june-2021
https://reliefweb.int/report/ethiopia/ethiopia-tigray-region-humanitarian-update-flash-update-1-july-2021
https://reliefweb.int/report/ethiopia/ethiopia-vigil-insight-situation-report-14-july-2021
https://thehill.com/policy/international/africa/561497-un-warns-of-worsening-famine-amid-conflict-in-ethiopias-tirgay
https://www.bloomberg.com/opinion/articles/2021-07-07/ethiopia-must-prevent-famine-in-tigray-region
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/news/2021/7/12/aid-access-to-tigray-remains-stalled-despite-ceasefire
https://www.unocha.org/story/daily-noon-briefing-highlights-ethiopia%C2%A0-0


P A G E  2 2S O U R C E S  -  A D D I T I O N A L

Global Center for Responsibility to Protect. (2021, July 21). Atrocity Alert No. 262: Ethiopia, Myanmar (Burma)
and Afghanistan. Global Center for Responsibility to Protect https://www.globalr2p.org/publications/atrocity-

alert-262/

UN OCHA.(2021, July 26). ETHIOPIA - TIGRAY REGION HUMANITARIAN UPDATE - Situation Report. UN OCHA.

https://reports.unocha.org/en/country/ethiopia/

Murdock H. (2021, July 7). Hundreds of Women, Girls Brutalized by Soldiers in Tigray War. Voa News.

https://www.voanews.com/ethiopia-tigray/hundreds-women-girls-brutalized-soldiers-tigray-war-0

https://twitter.com/TigrayEAO/status/1430644845912068097?s=20

https://reliefweb.int/report/ethiopia/tigray-crisis-population-movement-complex-emergency-operation-

update-n-3-n-mdrtigray

https://www.globalr2p.org/publications/atrocity-alert-262/
https://reports.unocha.org/en/country/ethiopia/
https://www.voanews.com/ethiopia-tigray/hundreds-women-girls-brutalized-soldiers-tigray-war-0
https://reliefweb.int/report/ethiopia/tigray-crisis-population-movement-complex-emergency-operation-update-n-3-n-mdrtigray

