Fact Checking

Abiy‘s Administration




Humanitarian Aid

Government Claim:

“The Ethiopian government has not only demonstrated its willingness
and commitment to work with the international community to respond
to the humanitarian crisis in Tigray, but has also provided full and
unfettered access for humanitarian actors to operate in all parts of

the region.”
- Ethiopia’s Ministry of Foreign Attfairs, Press Statement, May 18, 2021

The Reality:

Abiy's administration continues to falsely
claim there is unfettered access in Tigray.

Aid agencies have also been consistent in debunking this
talse claim: “The humanitarian situation remains alarmingly
dire and could turther deteriorate it immediate action is not
taken [...]. Supplies and personnel tall short of the immense
needs of people in Tigray. Stocks are depleting fast, as road
access to the region has been curtailed over the last weeks.”

- OCHA Situation Report, July 19, 2021
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Humanitarian Aid

Government Claim:

“#Ethiopia appreciates eWFP initiative to launch humanitarian tlights
to #Mekele from #AddisAbaba as per the guidelines set by the gov't.
The gov't is committed to work closely w/ humanitarians who can
provide concrete support to the people ot Tigray.”

- Ethiopian Ministry of Foreign Aftairs, Tweet, July 17, 2021

The Reality:
Man-made famine will
likely kill tens of thousands
without unfettered humanitarian
aid to all of Tigray immediately.

“One @eWFP convy of 50 trucks with food + other
critical aid entered Mekelle, #Tigray this week after
days traversing roadblocks. This represents only 1% of
the tood that is needed for this month. Ethiopians will
starve unless more convoys are allowed, & much faster.”
- Samantha Power, USAID Administrator, Tweet, July 15, 2021
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Humanitarian Aid

Government Claim:

“Talked over the phone with [Finnish] FM eJeppeKofod on vital issues.
Besides enhancing bilateral relations, we underlined that int'l support
is needed to boost humanitarian aid ettorts in Tigray, to peacetully
solve the border issues w/ [Sudan] and to make the upcoming nat’l
election fair and free.”

- Demeke Mekonnen Hassen, April 8, 2021

The Reality:

The United Nations and other
aid agencies continue to plead and
demand unrestricted humanitarian access
to Tigray. Months into the conflict in Tigray, the
humanitarian response remains severely constrained
and inadequate, not due to a lack of resources, but to
the Ethiopian government and its allies” hinderance
in providing access to the region.

“In Tigray, Ethiopia, aid workers continue to face huge challenges
to respond to the increasing needs of people impacted by the
conftlict. Insecurity & the presence of multiple armed groups

complicate humanitarian assistance, especially in rural areas.”
- United Nations, Tweet, April 30, 2021
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Humanitarian Aid

Government Claim:

“Ethiopian government has guaranteed untettered access to more
than 29 international organisations. However, the engagement of the
international community is by tar lagging behind, so tfar they have only
supplied only 30% of the aid, while the government supplied 70% of
the humanitarian aid in Tigray.”

- Deriba Kuma, Ethiopian Ambassador to Nordic countries, Tweet, April 27, 2021

The Reality:
“A survey of 614 people in
Tigray was conducted from late Feb
to early March by phone, and revealed that
less than half of conflict-attfected people in
Ethiopia’s Tigray region had received help
since the conflict began in November.”
- The New Humanitarian, Tweet, April 8, 2021

"“OCHA’s latest disaggregation tells us that
between 27 March and 23 June, the government
in fact delivered 3% of food aid in #Tigray.”

- William Davison, Tweet, July 10, 2021
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Sexual and Gender-Based Violence

Government Claim:

“I had a very engaging and productive conversation with Ms. Pramila
Patten eUN Special Representative under Secretary-General Violence
in Contlict. | explained the efforts we have been putting in place, the
response and rehabilitation of survivors of violence.”

- Ethiopia’s Minister of Women's Attairs, Filsan Abdullah Ahmed, Tweet, April 9, 2021

The Reality:

At the start of the conflict Abiy Ahmed
did not speak on the sexual violence in Tigray
despite numerous reports; however, since he admitted
to its occurrence he has downplayed the severity of the

situation and the use of sexual violence as a weapon of war.

“The women in Tigray? These women have only been penetrated ‘l

by men, whereas our soldiers were penetrated by a knife.”
- Abiy Ahmed, March 21, 2021

The Abiy administration’s response to the weaponized sexual violence is
equally as lacking. According to the situational analysis of UNFPA's
Gender-Based Violence Area of Responsibility: “[...] the response remains
wholly inadequate to the scale of need. The GBV AoR therefore calls for
increased resources - in the form of human resources, commodities, supplies
and funding to support services - to programme-implementing organisations.”

~ April 22, 2021
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Eritrean Forces in Tigray

Government Claim:

“In our March 26, 2021 discussions with President Isaias Afwerki
during my visit to Asmara, the government of Eritrea has agreed to
withdraw forces out of the Ethiopian border.”

- Abiy Ahmed, Tweet, March 26, 2021

The Reality:

In the beginning of the conflict, Abiy
Ahmed was offended by accusations that he
would invite foreign troops to attack citizens in his own
country. He later reluctantly confessed to allowing Eritrean
troops to enter well beyond the Ethiopian-Eritrean border.

“The United Nations and its aid partners have seen
no proof of a declared withdrawal of Eritrean
troops from Ethiopia’s Tigray region.”

- Al Jazeera, April 2021

In April 2021, a “CNN team traveling through Tigray's central zone
witnessed Eritrean soldiers, some disgusing themselves in old Ethiopian
military uniforms, manning checkpoints, obstructing and occupying

critical aid routes, roaming the hals of one of the region’s few

operating hospitals and threatening medical staft.”
- CNN, June 16, 2021
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Stay Involved ¢ si&

@omnatigray | omnatigray.org
#StopWarOnTigray, #TigrayGenocide, #AllowAccessToTigray
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